
 

NEWS FROM NEW ZEALAND: 

A CAMPAIGN to end violence against women 

and children will hit the streets of South 

Taranaki over the next couple of weeks.  

End It Now aims to collect one million signatures 

world- wide to submit to the United Nations in 

the US.  

They aim to raise additional awareness about the 

issue and advocate for the creation of effective 

new policies protecting women and girls.  

In Hawera, the effort is being driven by the 

Seventh-day Adventist Church as part of the 

global campaign.  

Over the next couple of weeks, church members 

will be on streets and in supermarkets asking for 

signatures and the petition will be available in 

supporting shops and outlets.  

Representative Larisa Vette says it is estimated 

that at least one in every three women globally 

will be beaten, raped, or otherwise abused during 

her lifetime.  

She hopes South Taranaki will show strong 

support for the campaign.  

A banner is also being created so businesses and 

groups can offer their logo and a donation.  

The banner will be made locally and sent with 

the petition to the United Nations, Larisa says. 

 

What Jesus did for Women #3 

 Third: “He encouraged women to 

follow and serve Him to the best of 

their abilities.  He deliberately did not 

specify certain areas of ministry for 

women and others for men.  He 

generously affirmed both genders as 

they responded to His call and took 

initiative in the exercise of their 

gifts.” 

 
Taken from “Women of Spirit”  

An Adventist women’s magazine 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



South New South Wales 

Conference 

Albury’s women’s ministries team hosted Cheri 
Peters for 4 days in April as part of her month long 
visit through the Victorian Conference.  Cheri came 
to speak at Victoria’s Big Camp at Elmore, she spoke 
at the churches in Bendigo, Geelong, Melbourne and 
finally came to Albury before flying out to New 
Zealand.  We are grateful that the Vic Conference 
allowed her to pop over the border and spend some 
time with us in Albury.  Dannielle Synot an Elder at 
the Bendigo church spent the last 2 years organizing 
Cheri’s visit to Australia.  Cheri is from the USA and 
has her own ministry called ‘True Steps’.  She also 
has a series called “Celebrating Life in Recovery” on 
3ABN, which is into its 6th Season. 

We had two church meetings and three 
community meetings which were well attended. The 
community meetings increased in numbers each 
night.  We had well over 100 attend on the final 
night.  I know everyone was blessed by Cheri’s 
amazing testimony and subsequent ministry that 
has come out of her life of living on the streets.  
Cheri has an incredible ministry, working with youth 
and helping people come out of their addictions and 
hurts that have traumatized their lives and helping 
them live a life of freedom.  We had many people 
from community organizations attend.  Cheri visited 
3 schools – one of them Border Christian College, 
and one men’s rehabilitation centre which was all 
well received.  We now have contacts which we are 
working on following through with.  

We were also ministered to through the 
music of Susan and Simon James from Sydney.  The 
presentations were filmed and we are hoping that 
the DVD’s will bless many people well after Cheri 
has gone.  We spent 6 months in prayer over this 
whole project and all our prayers and more were 
answered by such a faithful God.  We are still in awe 
and amazed at what took place.  If we are about 
God’s business it is His business to answer out 
prayers! 

 
Natalee McLean 
7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÉÅÓ ,ÅÁÄÅÒ !ÌÂÕÒÙ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 
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Ȱ%.$)4./7ȱ 
GRAND FINALE! 

 

Around the world, the “enditnow ” 
campaign is drawing to an end. All 
petitions have to be in the General 
Conference office by beginning of 
October.  If you haven’t signed up 
yet, don’t wait any longer!  Join us 
now in the fight against abuse.   

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



  

 Almost 2 weeks after January’s devastating 
earthquake in Haiti, I was on a flight bound for 
Chicago.  After about an hour without incident, 
we encountered unexpected turbulence.  As we 
passed through several severe air pockets, I 
clung tightly to my seat and prayed quietly 
while some passengers gasped and screamed.  
One teenager kept screaming “O-M-G,” which I 
later learned is text-speak for “O my Gosh.” 
 As soon as we landed, one of the persons 
who had been most vocal and apparently 
agitated, got on her cell phone to describe, in 
loud, shockingly profane language, how terrible 
the flight was. 
 This incident caused me to reflect on the 
current behavior of Americans.  It appears as if 
once confident, self-assured, do-it -yourself 
Americans are unraveling at the seams.  All the 
tornado, tsunami, and terrorist warnings, a 
shrinking global economy, and increasing local 
unemployment have cast a cloud of 
apprehension and fear “over the land of the free 
and home of the brave.”  The country’s 
Homeland Security Operations Center seems to 
be taking a greater emotional toll than 
previously thought. 
 But how do God’s people handle these 
afflictions and adversities?  Are we, like our 
unbelieving neighbors who are numb with fear, 
the greatest enemy of faith? 
 Legitimate fear is understandable and 
allowable, but chronic fear is a corrosive and 
destructive force.  It takes away our incentive, 
kills our sense of adventure, saps our creativity, 
and makes us hostage of our own imagination 
so that we “play it safe and take no chances.” 
This fear makes us critical when we should be 
compassionate, hateful when we ought to be 
loving, and complainers when we should be 
compliant. 
 Fear, in one form or another, at some 
time or other, is so prominent and pervasive 
among us that some people act selfishly and  
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childishly, as did the woman who threw a fit after 
we landed. It causes others to jump out of their 
skins at a sudden sound such as a car back-firing, 
to hide in their closets, crawl under their beds, 
pull the blanket over their head, or sleep with the 
light Glaring and the television blaring. 
 

Something else must be the answer; and, thank 
God, something else is.  Knowing that His beloved 
children wouldn’t be immune to the psychological 
influences and emotional impact of this thing 
called fear, especially if we are frontline workers 
in disaster rescue and recovery, where 
tremendous human life is lost, such as Haiti, God 
promised and provided a Comforter (John 14:16). 
He did this from the foundation of the world and 
followed it up in Scripture, in which the phrase 
“Fear not” or “Don’t be afraid,” appears 365 times, 
one for every day, with the assurance that He is 
always with us (Matt. 28:20). 
 Jesus also said, “Do not let your hearts be 
troubled, and do not let them be afraid” (John 
14:27).  And the apostle John wrote: “Perfect love 
casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, 
and whoever fears has not reached perfection in 
love” (1 John 4:18).  Faith, the father of hope and 
mother of things not seen, is based on trust in 
God who calls us to “walk by faith, not by sight” (2 
Cor. 5:7).  The amazing thing is that faith is free 
and more available than its costly opponent, yet 
our human family experiences more fear than 
faith. 
 Those called by God’s name cannot continue 
to wallow in fear because, in the words of the 
psalmist: “The Lord is (our) light and (our) 
salvation; whom shall (we) fear?  The Lord is the 
stronghold of (our lives); of whom shall (we) be 
afraid” (Ps. 27:1). 
 
Hyveth Williams is a professor of Homiletics at the Seventh-day 
Adventist Theological Seminary in Berrien Springs, Michigan, USA 
 
This article first appeared in the Adventist Review - Printed with 
permission by the author 

  
 



 

Lord, I put my future in Your hands and I ask that you give me total peace about it. 
I want to be in the center of Your plans for my life, knowing that you have given me 
everything I need for what is ahead. 
I pray You will give me the strength to endure without giving up. 
You have said that he who endures to the end will be saved (Mt. 10:22). 
Help me to run the race in a way that I shall finish strong and receive the prize you 
have for me (1 Cor. 9:24). 
Help me to be always watchful in my prayers because I donõt know what the future 
holds but I thank You for watching over my future.          

                                                Amen.                                    Stormie Omartian      
                                      
 

http://women.adventistconnect.org 
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Womenôs Ministries is here 

to help every woman reach 

her potential! 


